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What do you feel is the role of the teacher in today’s society?

In today’s society, I believe that the role of the teacher is to nurture and demonstrate as much knowledge as possible to the students. Being a teacher is such a rewarding profession. The importance of teachers is something that cannot be understated. A teacher’s influence and motivation can stretch long after the final bell rings. Teachers can find themselves acting as a third parent towards many of their students in today’s society. They act firm but fair, as well as patient and attentive. Teachers need to be someone that children respect enough to listen to. Teachers are mediators who are able to hash out and make those who are having an argument have some kind of common ground. Teachers develop lessons out of the simplest or smallest things. They help shape children to be the best they can be.

Instruction that occurs in the classroom today doesn’t consist primarily of lecturing to students who sit in rows at desks, dutifully listening and recording what they hear, but, rather, offers every child a rich, rewarding, and unique learning experience. The educational environment isn’t confined to the classroom anymore but, instead, extends into the home and community and around the world. Teachers make students active creators of knowledge. Teachers counsel students as they grow and mature, helping them integrate their social, emotional, and intellectual growth in order for them to value contributing to society and making better decisions in their personal lives. Teachers need to inspire a love of learning to each and every student. Students work harder when teachers give them a role in determining the form and content of their schooling, which helps them to create their own learning plans. An educator’s most important responsibility is to search out and construct meaningful educational experiences that allow students to solve real-world problems and show that they have learned the necessary skills and big ideas to be successful.   

Describe your favorite lesson as a student teacher.

My favorite lesson as a student teacher would have to be when I implemented my own learning activity into the class rotating centers. I knew this would be a challenge, but it ended up being more difficult then I expected. Since I did my student teaching in a self-contained special education classroom, I had a lot of factors to consider before introducing my lesson to my students. I had to consider the various levels of each of my students. Who was able to do what? Who would need prompting? Who was independent? I also had to figure out how I wanted the lesson to be carried out. I had to explain to each staff member that was going to be working there how I wanted the lesson done exactly. I also had to set aside time to create my own materials, which was extremely time consuming. Then came the data collection portion of it. How was I planning on collecting data to show student growth? What was my method going to be?

While I was overwhelmed with all of these requirements that I needed for one lesson, I was ready to implement this lesson into the other rotating centers in the classroom. Students were given a place mat that had a number at the top. They had the choice of choosing a pond themed stencil to place into the Play-Doh and carve out that number of ducks, frogs, fish, etc. At the bottom of each place mat was a strip for a picture sentence that was being created. The sentence read, for example, “I see 4 ducks”. Depending on the student’s level, some of the sentence pictures were already placed onto the strip or circles were drawn on the place mat with the correct numbers inside so that the student could place each cut out into those circles. Other students were working on the beginning concepts of addition. 

This lesson taught me so much about my teaching style and approach to teaching lessons. There are so many factors that you have to consider before implementing a lesson. It’s also okay if it doesn’t work out on your first try. Luckily, I was blessed to have a knowledgeable and supportive cooperating teacher for this process who helped guide me in the right direction and assisted me with any questions that I had.

Share one valuable “gem” you have gained as the result of your   

       student teaching experience. 

One valuable “gem” that I have gained as a result of my student teaching experience would have to be to always consider your students interests and motivations when creating a lesson or wanting them to participate. Without these motivational factors, students will not be as engaged, focused, and will most likely lose interest quicker. I never realized how much of a motivator food and various snacks were for students until I did my student teaching. From sour gummy worms to Oreo cookies to glow balls, these students were extremely motivated by these items and their academic performance shifted and changed in a positive direction when these items were visible or the student stated what they were working for.

Another valuable “gem” that I have gained is how important relationships are in this type of setting. Everybody needs to communicate with everybody and as the classroom teacher, everyone looks to you to make decisions and collaborate with them on various ideas and structures. Since I, in a sense, took over this classroom for a good amount of weeks and played head teacher, I was overwhelmed with the amount of responsibility at first and realized very quickly how much I needed my teaching aides and other therapies that were involved in the classroom. Also, forming a positive relationship with my cooperating teacher was essential for success. I cannot describe the amount of knowledge and specific practices I gained from working in this classroom for a semester. I wouldn’t change it for anything because it prepared me so well for my first year of teaching this year. I am more confident than I ever have been, I ask questions and seek out resources, and make my students success my top priority.    
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